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in the bark with the aid of an instrument resembling a small hatchet, a tin
cup being fixed to the tree immediately below the cut, in order to collect
the latex which gradually exudes. The tapper proceeds from tree to tree,
tapping each in succession, until he arrives back at the starting-point; he then
goes the round once more and transfers the latex which has collected in the
cups to a suitable receptacle, finally arriving back at the hut. The latex
which has been obtained during the day is ready for coagulation, and this
is accomplished by exposing thin layers to the smoke made by a fire, which
is fed with palm nuts in districts where these are plentiful, or with wood.
Over the fire is placed a cone-shaped pipe of earthenware or sheet-iron which
serves to localise the smoke, and then into the latex is dipped a long pole
or paddle around the end of which has been wound a piece of rubber which
has already coagulated. The latex adheres and forms a film, which is held
in the smoke until most of the moisture has dried out, the operation being
then repeated again and again, the bulk of rubber gradually increasing in size
with each dipping. When the amount of rubber coagulated renders the
dipping operation difficult the pole is supported by means of a rope slung
from the roof of the hut, and the latex is carefully poured on to the mass,
the process being continued as before until a ball of rubber, somewhat
elongated, is obtained which may be 24 inches in length, 18 inches in diameter
and 100-120 Ibs. in weight; in some cases the biscuits are much larger and
may weigh as much as 5 cwt. This ball or biscuit is removed from the wooden
core, and in this form comes on the market, constituting the well-known
grade " Fine Hard Para/' which for many years was the standard to which
all other grades of rubber were referred. It will be seen that the process is
in effect one of evaporation,* and the rubber will contain most of the con-
stituents of the original latex and will still retain a proportion of moisture
constituting from 16-18 per cent, of the total weight.
Sometimes latex drops from the paddle during the process of building
up the biscuit and a certain proportion coagulates on the sides of the vessels
employed. These scraps may be introduced into the ball, and on account
of their thickness do not dry out as completely as the rest, consequently
remaining as wet patches in the finished biscuit; if the latex has dropped
on to the ground, the coagulated mass will also be contaminated with earth,
wood chips, etc. Such rubber is regarded as an inferior grade and is usually
known as " Entrefine" or " Medium Tine" Para. These contaminations
* From the comparatively low proportion of ash obtained on incineration and of water-
soluble material present in unwashed Para rubber, it is not unlikely that a part of the serum
is lost by exudation during the building up of the biscuit, so that the process is not entirely an
evaporative one.